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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Morning Service 
Theme    :  
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : November 12, 2017 
 
TITLE    : THE PRODIGAL AND HIS PORTION 
Text/s    :   
 
Luke 15:12-24 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And 
he divided unto them his living. 
13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, 
and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 
14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 
15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 
16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 
17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger! 
18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before 
thee, 
19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 
20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 
21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son. 
22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet: 
23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 
24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Ps 103:8-22 
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 
9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. 
10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 
13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 
14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. 
15 As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 
16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. 
17 But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his 
righteousness unto children's children; 
18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them. 
19 The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. 
20 Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the 
voice of his word. 
21 Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 
22 Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
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Wasted Years 
Only One Life So Soon It Will Pass 
Marvelous Grace  
I Will Bless the Lord at All Times 
 
 
Other references  :  
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The Prodigal and His Portion 
 
This story is known to many people today, especially people of faith, Bible believers, etc… but few actually 
realize that this son represents a lot of us today with our set of mind about the “portion that falleth to me.” 
 
See how other translations and versions of the Bible render the narrative… 
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BODY 
 
What the prodigal cared for: 
 
A) He cared only for his portion 

 
Luke 15:12 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 
And he divided unto them his living. 
KJV 
 
He simply wanted portion.  His right.  His due.  His cut.  His privilege. 
His space.  His room.  His corner. 
His blessing.  His prestige.  His wall. 

Luke 15:12 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the part of the property that 
falls [to me]. And he divided the estate between them.  [Deut 21:15-17.]  
AMP 
 
Luke 15:12-13 
12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that will be 
mine.’ So the father divided the property between them.  
CJB 
 
Luke 15:12 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is 
coming to me.' And he divided his property between them. 
ESV 
 
Luke 15:12 
12 The younger said to his father, 'Father, I want right now what's coming to me.' 
(from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All 
rights reserved.) 
 
Luke 15:12 
12 When the younger told his father, 'I want my share of your estate now, instead of waiting 
until you die!' his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.  
TLB 
 
Luke 15:12 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me that part of your property 
which will be mine. And he made division of his goods between them. 
BBE 
 
Luke 15:12 
12 The younger son said to his father, "Give me my share of the property." So the father 
divided his property between his two sons.  
CEV 
 
Luke 15:12 
12 And the younger of them said to his father: Father, give me the portion of substance that 
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his substance. 
Douay-Rheims 
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His feeling.  His grunt. 
 
He wanted what his father can give.  Nothing of what his father expects. 
He wants mercy and grace but not righteousness and truth. 
 
 

B) He cared to leave 
 
He wants his portion to run away. 
 
Luke 15:13 
13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far 
country… 
KJV 
 
Prov 19:26 
 
26 He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is a son that causeth shame, and bringeth 
reproach. 
KJV 
 
He wanted abundance of green but empty of fruit 
 
The ATM mentality. 
 
Ps 10:4-7 
4 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his 
thoughts. 
5 His ways are always grievous; thy judgments are far above out of his sight: as for all his enemies, he 
puffeth at them. 
6 He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved: for I shall never be in adversity. 
7 His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity. 
KJV 
 
Prov 27:8 
8 As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place. 
KJV 

 
 

C) He cared to show what he had and spend 
 
Luke 15:13-14 
…and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 
14 And when he had spent all 
KJV 
 
Prov 21:17 
17 He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich. 
KJV 
 
Prov 21:20 
20 There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up. 
KJV 
 
Prov 23:19-21 
19 Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the way. 
20 Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: 
21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 
KJV 
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Prov 28:7-8 
7 Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: but he that is a companion of riotous men shameth his father. 
8 He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the 
poor. 
KJV 
 
Prov 29:3 
3 Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: but he that keepeth company with harlots spendeth his 
substance. 
KJV 
 
Eccl 11:9 
9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will 
bring thee into judgment. 
KJV 
 
Rom 13:13-14 
13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying. 
14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 
KJV 
 
 

D) He cared to seek relief with those who blend with him 
 
Luke 15:15 
15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; 
KJV 
 
He wants friendship of the world based on what she offers and not realizing she’s being emptied of all. 
 
Jer 5:3-4 
3 O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou 
hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder 
than a rock; they have refused to return. 
4 Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor 
the judgment of their God. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 2:24-26 
24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging of the truth; 
26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
his will. 
KJV 
 
Isa 1:4-7 
4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they 
have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away 
backward. 
5 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the 
whole heart faint. 
6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and 
putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment. 
7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your 
presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by stranger 
KJV 
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E) He cared to prove he could 

 
Luke 15:16 
…And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto 
him. 
KJV 
 
Rom 6:19-23 
19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your 
members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants 
to righteousness unto holiness. 
20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 
21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is 
death. 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
KJV 
 
Isa 55:2-3 
2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth 
not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatness. 
3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 
KJV 
 
 

F) He cared until he could not care for himself 
 
Luke 15:17-18 
…And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and 
to spare, and I perish with hunger! 
18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
before thee, 
KJV 
 
Ps 32:3-5 
3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 
4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. 
Selah. 
5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my 
transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:14 
14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light. 
KJV 
 
Hag 1:5-7 
5 Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 
6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled 
with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it 
into a bag with holes. 
7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 
KJV 
 
Titus 3:4-6 
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4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
KJV 
 
Ps 73:28 
28 But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may declare all 
thy works. 
KJV 
 
Ps 50:22 
22 Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 
KJV 
 
Prov 21:29 
29 A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the upright, he directeth his way. 
KJV 
 
Jer 8:6-7 
6 I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, 
What have I done? every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle. 
7 Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the 
swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD. 
KJV 
 
Rom 2:4-6 
4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 
6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 
KJV 
 
 

G) He cared to repent, be humble and he found his father cared. 
 
Luke 15:20 
20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 5:7-11 
7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: 
9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren 
that are in the world. 
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 
11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:13-15 
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; 
 
15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for 
to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 
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KJV 
 
Ps 32:5-7 
5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my 
transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 
6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in 
the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. 
7 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with 
songs of deliverance. Selah. 
KJV 
 
Ps 116:3-8 
3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and 
sorrow. 
4 Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 
5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful. 
6 The LORD preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me. 
7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee. 
8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 
KJV 

 
 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
 
 
 


